Replacing Quarter Panels on 1955-57 Chevys

Rustout and body damage are,
in fact, the biggest reasons
miost people will decide on
quarter panel replacement for
their Chewy. And if this s not
enough reason, take anather
ook dowen the side of your
classic Chewy: more than likely,
you'll come face-to-face with
"the bulge," &5 much as 500
of all remaining 1955-57 Chevy
quarter panek have a bulge In
the middle of their eight-foot
slab of historicaly-shaped metal,
¢ some worse then others. The
 factory tolerances and road
stress have a way of making
- this probkem unsiahthy.
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There are a few things yvou'll need to
check belore you permanently weld up
the splash pan. Take the rear bumper
you're going to use on the car and mea-
sure the length from the bottom inside
corner to the opposite corner. With this
measurement in mind, check where the
bottom edge of the quarter panels are in
correlation to where the bumper would be.
There should be an inch and a half more
fotal width—this would give you 3/4 of an
inch between the bumper edge and shest-
metal on each side, which is optimum,.

Fit the
bumper and
taillight hous-
ings. Mask
them with
two-inch
masking tape
if they have
been replal-
ed, fo protect
them from
scratches.
Last, but not
least, check
the taillight
housing and
be sure the
gap between
the bumper
and quarter
15 visually
perfect. Weld
up all the areas fully, and you'll have a
very rare sel of straight quarter panels
an your car.




